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Newsletter about the “St. Leonards“  

 n° : 10 / December 2020 

  ( Réf : 10/20201201) 
 

 

 

The International Federation of Associations and Places dedicated to Saint Léonard (fil-leo)  
has the aim of encouraging exchanges and communal activities for all the groups which use the name 

of St Leonard or who follow his example. 

The members of the Board of the Association are pleased to send you their 10th newsletter which 

presents information sent to us by the Saint Leonards from Europe and the rest of the world. It is 

published in 5 versions: Dutch, English, French, German and Italian. 

Don’t hesitate to send us your information of all the activities you undertake in the name of    St 

Leonard, for the next newsletter which will be published during the first quarter of 2021, in a brief 

format with up to 2 photos. 

(Contact: fil-leo@federationstleonard.com or michel.braem@wanadoo.fr référence : nouvelles des 
“Saint-Léonard“) 
 

 

 

 

 

The actions which have been programmed for the end of 2020 and the beginning of 2021 are, for the 

most part, suspended awaiting for the situation to develop. 
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The 6th November is, as we all know, the feast of St Leonard and is normally marked by ceremonies 

and religious events in religious buildings which are dedicated to him. 

In many countries, particularly in the northern hemisphere, a new wave of the pandemic Covid 19 

has had a devastating effect on the ceremonies for the Feast of St Leonard in November or have 

been drastically reduced in size or even cancelled. Here is a reflection on the consequences in a 

number of places. 

 

Atouguia da Baleia (Portugal)   
 

Festivities undertaken with respect to the rules of social distancing and personal protection. 

(Photo sent by Ademar Vala Marques)Blessing by incense  of the statue of Sao Leonardo 
 

 
Blessing by incense  of the statue of Sao Leonardo 

 

Ceremonies respecting the restrictions on 6th November.   

(photo and text sent by Kenneth Cassar ) 

“On 6th November the traditional fireworks display took place from 8 am to midday and again at 8 pm 

and, in addition, the church bells rang out followed by a sermon which was preached in the church 

discussing the particular example of St Leonard. 

Access to the church was limited to 50 people in order to respect social distancing. Under normal 

circumstances there would have been a procession of musicians and their families. This could not 

happen this year due to the pandemic.” 
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Mascali (Sicily – Italy) 
 

The preventive measures followed during the Feast of St Leonard 

(photo and information received from Concetto Stagnitta) 

“The tradition during the Feast of St Leonard is that the statue is taken out from its hidden enclosure 

where it is installed above the altar dedicated to the saint and is carried through the streets of the 

town of Mascali. 

This year the statue was simply carried to the door of the church where it remained, surrounded by 

masked assistants. This was the first time that such a thing had happened since the Second World War.” 
 

 
 

Ortona (Abruzzes – Italy) 
 

An open-air ceremony was held to celebrate the Feast of St Leonard 

(text and photo from Gilberto Bernardi) 

“Today, the 8th November 2020, we celebrated our patron, St Leonard, in the main square. 

Unfortunately there was no participation of choral groups but we hope this tradition will be taken up 

again next year. 

Best wishes from Gilberto, the Choir of San Leonardo, the Villa San Leonardo at Ortona” 
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Panza in Ischia (Italy) 
 

Celebrations of the Patron Saint limited to the religious aspect in the church 

(photo and text from Nicola Castaldi) 

“The celebrations of the feast of St Leonard on 6th November took place with the exception of the 

traditional procession through the streets of the town. 

Because of the restrictions due to Covid 19 the church was forbidden to welcome more than 100 

people at a time. In order to allow a participitation in the liturgical celebration a mass was held once 

an hour, each hour, as from 8h in the morning. 

The celebrations ended with a special mass on 8th November and the replacing of the statue of St 

Leonard in its chapel.” 
 

 
 
Raches (France) 
 

The ceremony of 8th November was cancelled 

(a message from Daniel Tison) 

“Today, 6th November, is the Feast of St Leonard. Let us pray that he will help us to overcome this 

challenging period. We cannot venerate his relic in Raches on Sunday. 

Take care of yourselves and transmit this message to all those you love.” 

 
Saint-Léonard de Noblat (France) 
 

All festivities for the Feast of St Léonard were cancelled due to the lockdown. 

(information from Michel Defaye) 

At St Leonard-de-Noblat the celebrations for the Feast of St Leonard in November 2020 would 

normally  take place over eight days from the first Sunday of the month through the 6th (the actual 

Feast of Saint Leonard) to the following Sunday when the equestrian game of the Quintaine takes 

place. 

This year the exterior activities had been cancelled but with a lockdown imposed throughout France 

all our ceremonies and activities were impossible. 

 
Zoutleeuw (Brabant –Belgium) 
 

A ceremony was filmed to allow participation outside the church. 

(link: https://www.facebook.com/KerkZoutleeuw/videos/864121767692619/ 

This allowed the faithful to follow the mass celebrated at Leau (Zoutleeuw) in honour of St Leonard. 
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Belgium  
 

A move towards the recognition of Pentacost Monday as a special day of Saint Leonard in 

the Flemish region of Belgium 

(information from Els Van Looveren) 

 Every Monday of Pentacost over the past 525 years the community of Sint-Lenaarts has organised a 

procession through the streets of the townin which scenes of the life of St Leonard are incorporated. 

“Each year thousands of pilgrims and spectators come together below the clock tower of the church 

of St Leonard, the cathedral of the region to experience the festival at close quarters.” 

The present organisers have undertaken a project to have the procession recognised as a heritage 

both cultural and historical in an immaterial sense by the flemish authorities. 

The International Federation fil-leo considers this manifestation is a rich expression of the 

patrimony of the region and that it is a vector of inspiration and solidarity as well as creativity for 

modern man. The Federation has offered its witness for the recognition of the dossier. 
  

 
(photos 2019)  

 

France 
 

The church in Senon classified as an historical monument (department of Meuse – France) 
In the town of Senon the veneration of St Leonard has existed since before the 12th century, the 

period when the original construction of the village took place with a church in his name. 

The church of St Leonard, built in gothic style , 

was finally finished in the 16th century by Leonard 

VALTRIN, a priest born in Senon who contributed 

a great deal of his own wealth. 

It was designated as an Historical Monument in 

1906. 
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Restoration of the Chapel Saint Leonard in Pfaffenheim (department of Upper Rhine -

France) 

(information and photos from Romain Siry) 

On the present site of the community of Pfaffenheim there was originally an ancient hamlet called 

'Husern' where a chapel to St Leonard was built in the 12th century. 

The hamlet and the chapel experienced a period of success until the 20th century when only a few 

relics of the original chapel remained. The chapel was still there but in a dreadful state 

Thanks to teams of highly motivated volunteers it is in the process of being restored: in 1993 and 

2019 which means is has taken on a new life. 
  

 

The work team in front of  

the new fresco in 2020 

 

Restoration of the Chapel of St Léonard in “Les Clérimois” (department of the Yonne- France) 
(text and photo from Bernard Poisson, Association for the Protection of the Chapel of St Leonard in  

“Les Clérimois”) 

“Built by the monks of the Abbey of Vauluisant, the first mention of the chapel was discovered to be 

on 15th September 1637. At this period it depended on the lord of Tournerie. It was vandalised in the 

1990s with deep holes in the walls and in the roof. After it was repaired once again damage was done 

in 2015. 

The community of Clérimois, with state, regional and departmental support as well as a grant from 

the Foundation for Patrimony, succeeded in taking up the challenge of a total restoration with the 

help of Architekt-On from Lyon. 

For this successful project the community of Clérimois was awarded the regional prize in the 

competition of 2018 for the'Rubans de Patrimoine'.” 
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The Tour de France, the world's greatest cycle race, came through the town of  

St Léonard-de-Noblat where the tomb of St Léonard lies. This was in hommage to 

Raymond POULIDOR who was a cycling hero throughout his life. 
(information from the newspaper 'Le Populaire du Centre' 

“During the longest stage of the Tour de France 2020, on 10th September, special hommage was paid 

to Raymond Poulidor. The most striking was that his death on 13th November 2019 was marked by 

hommage to this famous son of the town by the crowds and a special stop at the stele by the 

management of the race.” 
 

 
 

The photos show the route of the cyclists and the 'enormous 

rural fresco' of Raymond Poulidor as seen from the sky. 

(fresco by Caroline Platter; photo by Claude Andrieu) 

 

 

 

A new pastoral team at St Léonard-de-Noblat ( France) 
(information from Michel Defaye) 

On Sunday 25th November 2020 Father René Kabisu, a priest in the Congretation of Eudists, was 

installed as parish priest for the parish of St Léonard en Limousin by Monseigneur Pierre-

AntoineBozo, the Bishop of Limoges. 

Along with two other priests of the same congregation, Father Michel Meneau and Father Hubert de 

Passamar, they will constitute the new team in St Léonard-de-Noblat to serve the parish and to carry 

out specific missions both within the diocese and external to the diocese 
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Trait d'Union (link) St Leonard (Nice – France) 
Young journalists in training carried out an enquiry on the carceral community on 30th September 

2020. 
 

“In the collective imagination the world of prisons is the target of all judgements, correct or incorrect. 

At first glance, the conditions in prisons flow over this world in vague and misunderstood ways. More 

and more the conditions in which the prisoners live, can only be described as deplorable, are 

condemned with great firmness. In parallel with life in the suburbs, certain specialists make a 

comparison of confinement  a form of rediscovered freedom. Having said that, can't one imagine 

what comes after ? The spiral of delinquence and detention creates a source of social fragmentation. 

How does this help in the process  of personal reconstruction to prepare reinsertion into society and 

to envisage a new way of life behind these anonymous walls ? In order to find the answers we have 

researched in depth into this subject in a two-week project as close to those involved as possible.” 

To continue:  

www.traitdunion-saintleonard.org/enquete-sur-lunivers-carceral-par-de-jeunes-journalistes-en-

formation/ 

 

 
 

 

 

Limoges (department of Haute -Vienne – France) 

A new prison to replace the present detention centre. 
 

The building was constructed in 1853 and, for a long time, has only been suitable for imprisoning 

those who have been arrested. The present Mayor of Limoges and the President of the Metropole of 

Limoges, Emile Roger Lombertie and Guillaume Guérin, have just written to the Minister of Justice to 

request that a new and more suitable establishment be constructed. 

The detention centre has space for 53 prisoners, is situated in the centre of the city and at present 

has an occupation rate which often goes beyond 150%. Prison life and the conditions in which 

prisoners are held and in which prison officers are forced to work are particularly difficult. These 

conditions cause great problems for those who live in the neighbourhood. The accessibility is too 

complicated according to the elected officials. 
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A new Rector on the Ile de Groix (department of Morbihan) 
(information from Yvonn Le Heno) 

“On 22nd September the islanders of Groix celebrated the installation of their new rector,  

Father Jean-Pierre Penhoët who comes from Crac'h (56). The new priest is living on the Isle of Groix,  

a situation which has not happened for over 10 years.” 

There is a chapel dedicated to St Leonard at Quelhuit on the Isle of Groix where a 'pardon', which 

comes from the nearest mainland, is organised each year. 
 

 
 

Italiy 

 

A delegation from San Leonardo de Casalmaggiore (Lombardie -Italy) was welcomed in St 

Léonard-de-Noblat) 
(information from Alexandre Mazin) 

On 23rd July, a delegation from the parish of San Leonardo in Lombardy visited the collegiate church 

of St Léonard-de-Noblat where their priest celebrated a mass for the pilgrims. They were welcomed 

by the representatives of the town: Gerard Barraud, Bernard Dumont, Martine Tandeau de Marsac 

and Alexandre Mazin. 
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Restoration of the Church San leonardo de Lajatico (Toscane – Italy) 
(photo and information from Concetta Stagnitta) 
 

The Church of San leonardo Abate is the object 

of a programme of restoration on the bell tower 

and the roof. 

The photos depict the fresco decorating the vault 

and monstrance containing a relic of San 

Leonardo. 

 

                   
 

 

 

The commemoration of the miracle on the Isle of Procida Bay in 1854 (Bay of Naples – Italy) 
(information from Bernadette Pariselle) 

In 1854 cholera struck the island of Procida. The islanders brought out the statue of San Leonardo 

from its chapel and placed it in a publice place praying to the saint to preserve them from the 

disease. 

On 20th August 2020, as in every year since this disaster, the people remember their delivrance from 

cholera by thanking San Leonardo for his intercession on their behalf. 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Don Marco Meglio and Bernadette Pariselle 

In front of the church 
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Parish Church of San Leonardo di Pallanza. 
(text and photos from Michel Defaye) 

“The first stone of the church was placed in position on 27th July 1535 on the site of an older church 

dating from 1296.The bell tower, which is 65m high, dominates the town of Pallanza. This town is 

situated on the banks of Lake Maggiore. 

During a holiday trip in northern Italy  Michel Defaye, President of the Confraternity of St Léonard, 

met the priest and several parishioners after the mass  on Sunday 4th October 2020     of the parish of 

San Leonardo di Pallanza. He invited them to participate in the Ostensions of 2023 in St Léonard-de-

Noblat.” 

stained glass window depicting San Leonardo 
 

 

stained glass window 

depicting  

San Leonardo  
 

Netherlands  

 
Beek en Donk (northern Brabant – Netherlands): the activities of the Gilde Sint Leonardus 

inoperative in 2020, and the death of one of their brothers. 
(information from Geert-Jan van Rixtell) 

The activities of the Gilde Sint Leonardus were interrupted in 2020 due to the sanitary restrictions 

imposed by Covid 19. 

On 31st August 2020 the king of the Gilde, Mario Van den Elsen who had been appointed in 

September 2019, had not been able to be inaugurated and the shooting competition could not take 

place. 

The members of the Gilde were devastated by the death of a very dear friend, Cees Huijbregts on 

21st October 2020. fil-leo sent its condolences to the Gilde. 
 

  Gildebroeder Cees Huijbregts 
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Slovakia 
 

A bridge was baptised 'Saint Leonard-de-Noblat' in Lenartov (region of Presov – Slovakia) 

(information from Jan Bortnik and Frédéric Jacq) 

Bonds of friendship have been forged since 2018 between the community of Lenartov and  

St-Léonard de Noblat. 

On 16th August 2020 a bridge in Lenartov was baptised 'St Leonard-de-Noblat', an official 

exchange of letters between the two towns confirmed the verity of this dedication. 

 

 

Jan Bortnik et Frédéric Jacq  

sur le pont “Saint-Léonard de Noblat“ 

à Lenartov 

 

 

Switzerland 
 

Saint Léonard in Valais (Switzerland) 
Patrick Mclaughlin and his wife Elizabeth, returning from a visit to their daughter in Germany during 

the brief gap between lockdowns, took a route through the Alps in Switzerland and while passing 

through the fertile canton of Valais in Switzerland visited the splendid village of Saint Leonard where 

they met members of the Confraternity of Wine Makers leaving a mass. They were invited to join the 

group for an aperitif and were able to return home with some of the excellent wine of the village 

'Nuit St Léonard'. 

The village is famous for its vinyards and its underground lake, the largest in Europe. This geological 

treasure is situated between 30 and 70 metres below the vinyards and was explored in 1943. The site 

was developed from the 1950s and attracts many tourists. 
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Over the last few years two stage plays recounting episodes of the life of St Leonard have been 

written and produced on stage for the public. 

 

 

The first was presented in Inchenhofen (Bavaria – Germany) during the years 2000.  
here is its content: 

Wenn Glaube Ketten sprengt 
Von Hermann Kollmansperger 

When Faith can break Chains  

(by Hermann Kollmansperger) 

1st Act: the baptism of Leonard 

2nd Act: Leonard puts himself at the service of 

God 

3rd Act: Leonard frees prisoners for the first time 

4th Act: Clovis offers Leonard a bishopric 

5th Act: Leonard assists at the birth of a royal child 

6th Act: The monastry of Leonard becomes a place 

of pilgrimage 

7th Act: Destitute people have a total belief in his 

help after the death of Leonard 

8th Act: Leonard appears and breaks their chains  
 

 

The second play was created in Portugal at Atouguia da Baleia and was staged on 20th May 2017   
The author Adémar Vala Marques presents his play in the following manner: 

Leonardo 

cenas da vida de um santo 

(Leonard, scenes from the life of a saint) 
 

“The action takes place in two distinct centuries. It follows a fundemental moment in the history of 

Atouguia : the arrival of French colonists attracted by the charter which  Guillaume de Corni, the first 

ruler of Atouguia conceded to them in 1167, 850 years ago, granted by the grace of Don Afonso 

Henriques, founder of the kingdom of Portugal. We relive the baptism of Clovis and of the young 

Saint Leonard, a significant moment in the history of Christianity before tackling the most important 

episodes in the life of St Leonard.” 
 

 


